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t\ Tl;';(QHOlHC LISTING OF TH;::; FISH FAmll\ OF
ROCKEFELLER HILDLIFZ REFUGE·

GR:\ND CHENIER, LOUISIA;ir\

In March of 1965 a taxonomic study of the fish fauna of Rockefeller

vildlife Refuge was initiated in ~n effort to better understand the habits

and requirements. of both the sport and commercial fishes utilizing its

wat er s , It is agreed that many of the fishes collected have no sport or

commercial value but they are highly important either directly for for-

age or: indirectly in a comple~ food chain to our valued species. Collec-

. tions were made primarily \-Jithotter t rao l.s , hoop net s , wire t r'ap.s;
. . . .. ..." .

trammel nets, trout lines. fish toxicants and seines~

The fish fauna of these estuarine wat er s is ex.tremely complex ~'rith

both fresh water and salt water species represented in many of the same

areas. It is realized that the fauna is changing·and some of the species·

present may someday disanpear~ and vice versa.

The Nomenclature used herein is thit recognized as valid by the

AmerLcnn Fisheries Society in Special Publication Number Two, Nost all

species colle~t~d in th~ suivey are pr~sent at the main office of the

Rockefeller Hildlifc Refuge.

CLASS CHO)IDRICHTHYES -Cl'.H.TILAGINOUS FISHES

Or~er Rajiformes (Batoidei)

Dasyatidae--stingrays

Stingray DasY<ltis sabina (LeSueur)

CLASS OSTEICHTHYES-~BONT FISHES

Order Sern inono t Lformes (Protospondyli and Cinglymodi) .

Lepisostcidae--gars

Spotted gGr
XUigator gal"

Lepisosteus oculatur (Winchell)
Lepisosteus spatula Laccpede.
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Ophichthidae-snake eels

Speckled worm eel Nyrophis p'.!nctatus Lut ken

Order Beloni£orITes (3y~entognathi)

Belonidae--needlefishes

Atlantic needlefish Strongylura marina (Walbaum)

Order Cyprinodontiformes (Hicrocyprini)

Cyprinodontidae--killi£ishes

Sheepshead minnow
Longnose killifish
Rainwater killifish

fyprincdo:1 variegatus Lacepede
Fund~lus similis (Baird & Girard)
Lucani~ Esrva (Baird & Girard)

Poeciliidae--livebearers

Mosquitofish
Sailfin molly

Gambusia affinis (Baird & Girard)
Mollienesia latipinna LeSueur

Syngnathidae--pipefishes and seahorses

Gulf pipefish Syngnathus scovelli (Evermann &
Kendall)

Order Perciformes (Percomorphi; Acanthopterygii)

Serranidae--sea basses

Yellow bass Rcccus rnississippiensis (Jordan &
Eigenmann)

Lobotidae--tripletails

.Tripletail Lobotes surinamensis (Bloch)

Centrarchidae~-sunfishes

Harmouth
Bluegill
P..edear
Bantam sunfish
Largemol!th bass
Black crappie

Chaenobryttus au!osus (Cuvier)
Lepomis macrochirus Rafinesque
Lepomis microlophus (Gunther).
~~pami~ ~ym~l~ic~s Forbes
MicrcPte~us salmoides (Lscepede)
Pomoxis ~igromGculatus (LeSueur)

Car ang Ldee-o-j ack.s , 2:.:.a(,15, and pompanos

Ye I Low jack
Cr evalLe jack
Leather-jacket

Car anx bartholoTnaei Cuvierca~ hip~ (Linn~eus)
Oligoolitcs saurus (Block &

Schneider)
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Bumper Chclorscombrus chrysurus (Lin-
naeus)

Self.;nevome~ (::"innaeus)
Vomersetapi~nis (Mitchill)

Lookdown
Atlantic moonfish

Sciaenidae--dr~ms

Freshwater drum
Silver perch
Sand seatrout
Spotted seatrout
Banded drum
Spot
Southern kingfish
Atlantic croaker
Black drum
Red drum

.62..lodin0tu5gr'.mniens Rafinesque
Bairdiells cnrY3ura (Lacepede)
Cynos~io~ arenarius Ginsburg
Cyno3ciou nebulosus (Cuvier)
Larimus fasciatur Holbrook
Leioatomus xanthurus Lacepede
Nent:.cirrhus a·mericanus (Linnaeus)
l'1ic rOD,;)gon. unduLacus (Lfnnaeus )
Pogonias crom:'s (Linnaeus)
Scia~nops ocellata (Linnaeus)

Sparidae~-porgies

Sheepshead Archosa:>:j7U3 nrobatocephalus (t:lal~
baum)

Lagodc~ rhom~oides (Linnaeus)Pinfish

Eph Lpp Lde e-o-s pade f Lshe s

Atlantic spadefish Chaetodipterus faber (Broussonet)

Trichiurid.ae--cutlassfishes

Atlantic cutlassfish Trichiurus lentuPJs Linnaeus.
Scombridae--mackerels and tunas

Spanish mackerel Scomberomol.-USmacl.llatus (i'1itehill)

Eleotridae--sleepers

Fat sleeper
Spinycheek sleeper

Dormf.t at or maculatus (Bloch)
Eleotris pisonis (Gmelin)

Gobiidae--gobies

Sharptail goby
Clown goby
Naked goby

Evorthodus ,lyricu3 (Girard)
Gcbioides brousscnn;2ti Lacepede
Gobinoellus boleosoma (Jordon &

Gilbert)
Gobion~lllls nastatus Girard
Hicrogobi1.:s ~lQSUS (Gi:i:ard)
Gobiosoma Dosei (Lacepede)

Lyre goby
Violet goby
Darter goby

Triglidae--searobins

Blackfin searobin Prionotus rubio jordan
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Bighead searobin Prionotus tribulus Cuvier

Uranoscopidae--stargazers

Southern stargazer Astro:5copuS y~graEcu.::!. (Cuvier)

Blenniidae~-coffibtooth blennies

Freckled blenny Hypsoblennius ionthas (Jordan &
Gilbert)

Stromateidae--butterfishes

Southern harvest fish
Butterfish

Peprilus alepidotus (Ldnnaeua)
PoronottJs triacanthu.s (Peck)

Mugilidae--mullets

Striped mullet
Hhite mullet

Mt!l~i!,cepl':.~l~§. Lf.nnaeus
£lugil .curema Valenciennes

Atherinidae-=silversides

Rough silversides
Tidewater silvers ides

Membras martinica
Menidia ~yllina

(Valenciennes)
(Cope)

Polynemidae

Atlantic threadfin Polydactylus octonemus (Girard)

Order P'l euronect Lfo rmes (Heterosomata)

Bothidae--lefteye flaunjers

Fringed flounder
Smallmouth flounder
Southern flounder

Etropus ~sot~ Jordan & Gilbert
~_tropus micrcsto~ (Gill)
Paralichthvs lethostigma Jordan &

- . Gilbert

Soleidae--soles

Lined sole
Hogchoker

Achirus lit-1.eatus. (Linnaeus)
Trinectes ma~ulatus(Bloch &

Schneider)

Cynoglossidae--tonguefishes

Blackcheek tonguefish SY~E~urus ~~!usa (Linnaeus)

Order Gobiesociformes (Xenopteryg Li.)

Gobiesocidae--clingfishes
Skillet fish Gobiesox strumosus Cope
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Tett8odontiade--P~ffers

Southern puffer ~h3~roid~5 r~:2p~elus (Goode [.:
Bean)

Diodcntidae--porcupinefishes

Striped burriish Chil0mycte?:".lS schoepfi (l'Ialbaum)

Order Bstrachoidiformes (Haplodoci)

B t h Ldid d~' .a rac~o~ 2- ae--toa r~8ne3

Atlantic Midshipmen PorichthY3 E0ro3issinus (Cuvier)

w. Guthrie Perry
Fishery Biologist
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